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Hi, my name is Jordan Cosby, and I like so solve complex problems through policy analysis and 

development. I am super passionate about social and economic mobility and social engagement. I 

think it's important that everyone has the opportunity to better themselves, dream, and work 

towards a better life for themselves and their family, regardless of race, gender, or citizenship status. 

I also find it imperative to get people involved meaningfully in decision-making processes that 

directly impact their livelihoods, and that useful tools exist for planners, governments, and 

community organizations to make it all happen!

I advocate for more sustainable frameworks, policies, and funding mechanisms, as well as create 

tools to educate communities about complex policies and issues to help governments take action and 

to empower citizens to become more motivated and informed change agents in their communities. I 

have worked with domestic and international NGOs, municipalities in the U.S. and Mexico, and 

multilateral organizations.

I have a master’s degree in Urban Planning, specializing in International Development from NYU, and 

a B.A. in Public Administration and Policy from California State University, Monterey Bay.
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I have worked on several projects that focus on the nexus between urban planning and other cross-cutting issues.

AREAS OF FOCUS

There are many 
different areas of 

planning and ways 
that planning can be 
applied to different 
disciplines because 
several skills are 
transferrable. 

Urban       
Planning

Tip

Climate Change

Civic Engagement

Children’s wellbeing and 
youth empowerment

Immigrant’s rights and 
integration

Water Management



About 
URBAN RIGHTS BLOG

Urban Rights Blog chronicles my interest in the struggle over people’s right to public space and essential civil 
liberties. URB is a compilation of academic and op-ed pieces that are dedicated to the ways in which public space, 
systems, and policy can better function for immigrants, women, and children. Every word is written out of my 
firm belief that people should not have to live in fear of the elimination or denial of essential civil liberties, and 
that committing to the preservation of human rights ensures better livelihoods and futures for all.

https://urbanrightsblog.com/
https://urbanrightsblog.com/


Worked with World Resources Institute, Mexico in 

Mexico City to inform the new planning system 

Created principles for planning in Mexico City and 

“Visions for the City”

Interviewed stakeholders and experts to inform policy 

recommendations

Created two manuals: one for legislators and another 

for citizens to inform them of their rights to planning

Link to published Citizen’s Manual on Urban Rights 

Blog.

A NEW PLANNING SYSTEM FOR 
MEXICO CITY

About 

https://urbanrightsblog.com/2018/08/25/a-new-planning-paradigm-for-mexico-city-opportunities-for-meaningful-public-participation-a-project-with-wri-mexico/
https://urbanrightsblog.com/2018/08/25/a-new-planning-paradigm-for-mexico-city-opportunities-for-meaningful-public-participation-a-project-with-wri-mexico/


About 
Shaping Urbanization for Children

Shaping urbanization for children, a handbook on child-responsive urban planning, presents concepts, evidence, 
and technical strategies to bring children to the foreground of urban planning. By focusing on children, this 
publication provides guidance on the central role that urban planning should play in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), from a global perspective to a local context, by creating thriving and equitable cities 
where children live in healthy, safe, inclusive, green, and prosperous communities.

I contributed to the report by writing case studies/promising practices, conducting research, editing, fact 
checking, and photography management. 

Photo Credit: UNICEF/UNI12344/Pirozzi

https://urbanrightsblog.com/2018/08/25/shaping-urbanization-for-children-a-handbook-for-planners-created-with-unicef/
https://urbanrightsblog.com/2018/08/25/shaping-urbanization-for-children-a-handbook-for-planners-created-with-unicef/
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This project focused on the politics and policies of immigration detention in the US and Europe.

IMMIGRANT’S RIGHTS & INTEGRATION

Collected and analyzed raw data 
on immigration detention 
facilities in both Europe and the 
United States (map created 
August 2017)

Summarized and analyzed 
immigration and asylum policies 
across both Europe and the United 
States, including the overarching 
administrative policy, the 
enforcement agency, and the 
requirements and guidelines for 
detaining foreign nationals.

Found patterns in “bodying” 
practices, or violations of basic 
human dignity, in detention centers  
across countries and states

About 



Descriptive statistics for detention 
centers in European countries used 

from Global Detention Project (GDP)

It is no wonder that the countries with 
the most stringent immigration policies 
have the most detention facilities. Many 

are bordering countries. 

Please ask for a more complex analysis, 
as this project is still in the works. 

IMMIGRANT’S RIGHTS & 
INTEGRATION (cont’d)

About 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/regions-subregions/europe
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/regions-subregions/europe


WATER MANAGEMENT

For UNICEF handbook:

• Wrote case studies on promising practices of 

integrated urban water and sanitation 

management systems, including a program in 

Mexico City, Isla Urbana (pictured)

For WRI, Mexico:

• Wrote Citizen’s Manual to help Mexico City 

residents understand the services available to 

them, and teach them about sustainable 

water management. 

About 

Photo Credit: Isla Urbana/Mexico/ 2017/Nabani Vera

Water management is complex everywhere. Especially with the increasing threat of climate change 

and water scarcity. Nearly 2 billion people live in areas where water use exceeds recharge, so it is 

increasingly important that cities and rural areas alike adopt integrated water management systems 

to balance use with recharge, and increase access to safe drinking water for all.  

https://urbanrightsblog.com/2018/08/25/a-new-planning-paradigm-for-mexico-city-opportunities-for-meaningful-public-participation-a-project-with-wri-mexico/
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Unless we act now: The impact of climate change on children

CLIMATE CHANGE

Lead researcher for UNICEF’s flagship report on climate change and it’s impacts on children, especially in extremely vulnerable 
situations. Advocated for policy reforms that would reduce greenhouse gases to more sustainable levels. 

Photo credit: UNICEF/BANA2014-01619/Mawa

https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_86337.html
https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_86337.html


SKILLS

Skills can also be 
“economic development” 
or “knowledge of public 

participation 
mechanisms.” Whether or 
not that gets mentioned 
depends on relevancy to 

that particular job.

HARD SKILLS

Data analysis; qualitative 
and quantitative research

Writing and editing

Project management 

Map-making

Presentations & design

Idea!

SOFT SKILLS

Organized

Able to think critically and 
problem solve

Design creative solutions

Able to work independently 
and in a team



WHAT’S NEXT?

I’d love to put my 
talents to good use. 
Maybe you know 

someone who needs 
my unique set of 

skills and 
personality? 

Urban 
Planning

Climate Change

Civic Engagement

Children’s wellbeing and 
youth empowerment

Immigrant’s rights and 
integration

Water Management

Help!



THANK YOU!




